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WARBOYS PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of Warboys Parish Council held on 13th June 2016 at the Parish 

Centre, Warboys. 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillor Mrs M P Bucknell, Chairman. 

 

Councillors Ms H A Backhouse, Mrs J M Cole, R J Dykstra, D W England, Ms L A 

Gifford, Mrs M H Harlock, R A Payne, Mrs J E Tavener, Dr S C Withams and Mrs A R 

Wyatt. 

 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 
 

County Councillor M R Tew. 

District Councillor P L E Bucknell. 

 

APOLOGIES 

 

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors J A Parker, Mrs S Stafford 

and G C M Willis and PCSO G Price. 

 

 

23/16 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Chairman referred to the several recent events in the Parish celebrating the official 

birthday of Her Majesty the Queen on the occasion of her 90th birthday, including the 

services at the Parish Church and Grace Baptist Church and the School fête.  The 

Chairman also thanked Councillor Mrs Cole for hosting a tea at the Windmill Bakery for 

those Members who had been involved with the organisation of the beacon lighting for 

the Queen’s birthday itself in April. 

 

The Chairman expressed her appreciation to the Handymen for their work in recent 

weeks in setting bedding plants throughout the village, erecting hanging baskets, 

installing the aerator in The Weir and ensuring that the flag was raised to commemorate 

recent events. 

 

Members were informed by the Chairman that she recently had attended the AGM of the 

Friends of Warboys Library who were searching for a new chairman and wished to attract 

additional members.  With the recent completion of alterations at the library, the 

Chairman encouraged the community to use the library to borrow and return books as 

those statistics were being monitored by the County Council as opposed to footfall in the 

building. 

 

The Chairman reported that the Warboys Branch of the Royal British Legion intended to 

mark the centenary of the Battle of the Somme on 1st July by blowing a whistle at the 

war memorial at 7.30 a.m. to mark the exact time when the British troops had advanced.  

Members were encouraged to attend if possible to support the British Legion and 

commemorate the anniversary. 
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Councillor Mrs Tavener was congratulated on her success at being elected to the District 

Council at the election held on 5th May.  

 

 

24/16 MINUTES 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Payne and seconded by Councillor Mrs Harlock, the 

Minutes of the annual meeting held on 16th May 2016 were approved as a correct record 

and signed by the Chairman 

 

 

25/16 MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

 

The Clerk submitted a schedule of interests registered by Members subsequent to the 

election held on 5th May, arising from which the majority of Members had submitted 

applications for dispensations to speak or speak and vote on various issues for the 

ensuing 4 years until the next ordinary election of councillors. 

  

Councillor Mrs Wyatt declared a non-statutory disclosable interest in Minute No. 31/16 

(Defibrillator) as she was a member of the Warboys 55 Plus Club.  The Chairman 

declared a similar interest in Minute No. 40/16 (Accounts) as she was a member of the 

Warboys Christmas Lighting Group and the recipient of the payment of the Chairman’s 

allowance for 2016/17. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that dispensations be granted to Members as follows until the next ordinary 

election of councillors in May 2020:- 

 

Councillor  Interest     Dispensation 

 

Mrs M P Bucknell Under Fives Playgroup Trustee  Speak 

   Christmas Lighting Group member  Speak 

   Council Tax Precept    Speak & vote 

 

Mrs J M Cole  Warboys History Society member  Speak 

   Friendship Club member   Speak 

   Resource Centre Management Comm. Speak 

   Red Tile Wind Farm Trust Director  Speak 

   Council Tax Precept    Speak & vote 

 

D W England  Sports Ground Committee member  Speak 

Warboys Cricket Club member  Speak 

   Warboys, Pidley & Somersham IDB  Speak 

   Council Tax Precept    Speak & vote 

 

Ms L A Gifford Council Tax Precept    Speak & vote 

 

Mrs M H Harlock Warboys W. I. member   Speak 

   Day Care Centre Management Committee Speak 

   National Farmers Union   Speak 
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   Council Tax Precept    Speak & vote 

 

J A Parker  Hinchingbrooke School Governor  Speak 

   Old Village School Board Trust member Speak 

   Council Tax Precept    Speak & vote 

 

R A Payne  Red Tile Wind Farm Trust Director  Speak 

   Sports Ground Committee   Speak 

Council Tax Precept    Speak & vote 

 

J C Price  Council Tax Precept    Speak & vote 

 

Mrs S Stafford  Council Tax Precept    Speak & vote 

 

Mrs J E Tavener Hartford Primary School Governor  Speak 

   Oxmoor Community Action Group Chair Speak 

   Moor Community Centre Trustee  Speak 

   Warboys Speedwatch Co-ordinator  Speak 

   NWCC Conservative Party member  Speak 

   Huntingdonshire District Council member Speak & vote 

   Day Care Centre Management Committee Speak 

Council Tax Precept    Speak & vote 

 

 G C M Willis  Great Fen Project volunteer   Speak 

   Christmas Lighting Group member  Speak 

   Council Tax Precept    Speak & vote 

 

Dr S C Withams Day Care Centre Management Committee Speak 

Secretary 

Council Tax Precept    Speak & vote 

 

 Mrs A R Wyatt Community Association Chairman  Speak 

    Warboys W. I. member   Speak 

    55 Plus Club Secretary   Speak 

   Resource Centre Management Comm. Speak 

    Red Tile Wind Farm Trust Director  Speak 

Council Tax Precept    Speak & vote 

 

 

26/16 MATTERS ARISING 

 

The Council considered the following matters arising from the annual meeting held on 

16th May 2016:- 

 

(a) Election Result 

 

Arising from Minute No. 05/16, the Clerk reported that he had been informed by 

the District Council that the majority of Members had failed to return their 

completed elections expenses form within the required 28 day period.  Copies of 

replacement forms were circulated and Members were requested to complete and 

return them as soon as possible. 
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(b) Jubilee Park Byelaws 

 

Arising from Minute No. 06/16(a), the Clerk reported that the sign advertising the 

byelaws approved for Jubilee Park was likely to be received in the near future. 

 

(c) Community Asset Transfer – Bowls Green and Pavilion 

 

Arising from Minute No. 06/16(d), the Clerk reported that he had met a 

representative of the White Hart Bowls Club recently and had obtained the 

information required to enable an application to be completed for the registration 

of the bowling green and pavilion as an asset of community value.  A site plan 

had still to be prepared by the Club but Councillor Payne had offered to supply a 

draft for completion by the Club.  

 

(d) Proposed Wyton Airfield Development 

 

Arising from Minute No. 06/16(g), the Clerk reported that he had yet to receive 

further information from Hemingford Abbots Parish Council concerning the joint 

letter to be submitted to the District Council expressing concern over the proposed 

development of Wyton Airfield. 

 

(e) Representation on Outside Organisations 

 

Arising from Minute No. 08/16, the Clerk reported that he had been informed by 

the Moat House Surgery that a meeting of the Resource Centre Management 

Committee had not been held for some time. 

 

(f) Cemetery 

 

Further to Minute No. 14/16, the Clerk informed Members that the Parochial 

Church Council had expressed their appreciation for the Council’s decision to 

fund the provision of an additional litter bin in the cemetery and were currently 

obtaining the necessary permission from the church authority for its installation.  

The Chairman also reported that she had been thanked by the Rector when she 

had met him at the recent celebratory service for the Queen’s birthday. 

 

(g) Commemorative Service 

 

Further to Minute No. 15/16, the Chairman remarked on how successful and 

enjoyable the commemorative service for Her Majesty the Queen’s birthday had 

been at the Parish Church on 12th June which had included a very moving 

performance by the primary school choir.  

 

(h) Cheque Signatories 

 

Further to Minute No. 18/16, the Clerk reported that he had completed the 

necessary forms for the change in bank signatory arising from the decision to 

appoint Councillor Dr Withams as a signatory in place of former Councillor 

Huggins and relevant Members were asked to sign the forms at the conclusion of 

the meeting. 
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27/16 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 16th May 

2016 be received. 

 

 

28/16 POLICE REPORT 

 

The Clerk reported that a total of 7 crimes had been reported to the Police in a three 

weeks period following the previous meeting, including 1 incident of causing serious 

injury by dangerous driving, 2 thefts, 2 cases of harassment, 1 common assault and 1 

instance of criminal damage.  In addition, 5 reports of anti-social behaviour had been 

made. 

 

 

29/16 SPEEDWATCH 

 

Councillor Mrs Tavener reported that at a meeting in February to attract volunteers to 

form a local Speedwatch team, 2 members of the public had come forward.  A further 

exploratory meeting at Wistow in May had failed to attract any Warboys residents but the 

Chairman pointed out that there had been little advance notice that the meeting was to be 

held. 

 

Councillor Mrs Tavener outlined her concerns about the excessive speed of motorists 

driving in Warboys and she invited Members to join a Speedwatch session that would be 

undertaken by 3 volunteers on 24th June to monitor traffic speeds in the village.  She 

advised that the Parish Councils of Bury, Wistow and Upwood had decided to share the 

cost of purchasing a set of Speedwatch equipment for their own use but that the 

equipment for the session in Warboys had had to be borrowed from the Police. 

 

Members were reminded that the Police had limited resources and were only able to 

undertake speed checks themselves if there was evidence of particular problem areas.  

Councillor Mrs Tavener advised that there would be a Speedwatch stand at the Feast 

Week party in the park and that she would report back on progress at future meetings. 

 

 

30/16 ELECTORAL REVIEW OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

 

Members were reminded by the Clerk that the Local Government Boundary Commission 

previously had invited comments on their final recommendations for the electoral review 

of Cambridgeshire which had proposed a new electoral division of Warboys and The 

Stukeleys comprising the Parishes of Abbots Ripton, The Stukeleys, Warboys, Wistow 

and Woodwalton.  The Parish Council had objected to the proposal on the basis that there 

was no community of interest between the Parishes of Warboys and The Stukeleys. 

 

The Clerk reported that the Commission was now undertaking a further consultation 

stage following concerns that there had been insufficient opportunity to comment 

previously.  However the Commission’s report (the relevant extract of which had been 

circulated to Members) had confirmed that they did not intend to alter their proposals for 
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the Warboys and The Stukeleys division as they had been unable to identify other 

combinations of parishes in the locality that would achieve the necessary electoral parity. 

 

The Clerk pointed out the difficulty in proposing an alternative for consideration by the 

Commission as any change to the proposed Warboys and The Stukeleys Division would 

result in consequential changes elsewhere that were unlikely to be found acceptable.  

Nevertheless, it was  

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Local Government Boundary Commission be advised that the Parish 

Council maintains its objection to the establishment of an electoral division that 

includes the Parishes of Warboys and The Stukeleys because of the lack of 

affinity between the parishes. 

 

 

31/16 DEFIBRILLATOR  

 

Further to Minute No. 06/16(c), the Clerk submitted a report (copies of which had been 

circulated to all Members) following the receipt of a request from the Warboys 55 Plus 

Club for the Council to accept responsibility for the purchase and monitoring of a 

defibrillator in the village if the costs of acquisition and maintenance were met by the 

club. 

 

The Chairman of the 55 Plus Club, Mrs H Moulds, who was present at the meeting was 

invited to speak and she explained that the club had raised over £2,500 towards the cost 

but had realised that they were unable to assume responsibility for the equipment on an 

ongoing basis.  Enquiries had been made with a number of businesses regarding the 

possible location of a defibrillator in the village but no conclusion had been reached on a 

preferred location. 

 

The Clerk explained that he had obtained background information from the Community 

Heartbeat Trust on the ongoing commitment required if a defibrillator was installed, 

including regular monitoring and recording of results, training, security, type of 

equipment and cabinet.  The Council’s insurers had confirmed that any negligence claim 

would be covered by the Council’s public liability cover and that any risk of liability 

attaching to the Council in terms of misuse of the equipment would be minimal. 

 

While Members congratulated the 55 Plus Club for generating the funding for the 

installation and maintenance of a defibrillator, some doubts were expressed with regard to 

the possibility of vandalism, the type of equipment that should be acquired to minimise 

the possibility of misuse if an incident arose, the extent of training required, the 

monitoring required and the potential for litigation if the equipment was found to be 

faulty or was used incorrectly by a member of the public in an emergency. 

 

If the Council were to accept the offer by the 55 Plus Club, the Clerk suggested that the 

equipment should be purchased through the Community Heartbeat Trust which would 

support its future monitoring and maintenance.  Other potential venues for the siting of 

the cabinet and equipment were suggested during the course of discussion, as a result of 

which it was 
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RESOLVED 

 

(a) that the 55 Plus Club be thanked for their fund raising and generous offer 

to finance the purchase and maintenance of a defibrillator in the village; 

 

(b) that the Clerk be requested to obtain further information from the 

Community Heartbeat Trust with regard to the implications of installing 

and maintaining a defibrillator; and  

  

(c) that enquiries be made with the newsagents and the Post Office with 

regard to the possible siting of a defibrillator on an external wall at their 

premises.     

 

 

32/16 AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS 2015/16 

 

Further to Minute No. 230/15, the Clerk invited Members to approve the Annual Return 

of the Parish Council for the financial year 2015/16 for submission to the external 

auditors.  Copies were circulated of the relevant extracts from the Annual Return, 

together with the bank reconciliation and statement of variance required by the auditors 

and the balance sheet and receipts and payments account that provided more detail for the 

benefit of Members. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Annual Return be approved for submission to PKF Littlejohn, the external 

auditors. 

 

 

33/16 ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE 

 

Further to Minute No. 07/16, Councillor Ms Backhouse reported that the Allotments 

Association wished to nominate Mrs F Dykstra and Mr A Taylor for co-option to the 

Allotments Committee to represent allotment tenants. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that Mrs F Dykstra and Mr A Taylor be co-opted to the Allotments Committee for 

the remainder of the current municipal year. 

 

 

34/16 FACEBOOK ACCOUNT 

 

The Chairman referred to the popularity of social media as a way of communication that 

was used by all age groups and she suggested the establishment of a Facebook account 

for the Parish Council that could be used to disseminate information.  As a result of 

enquiries that she had made, the Chairman reported that other groups within the village 

used this form of media without problem, although she accepted that a number of people 

would have to volunteer to mediate the account to maintain its accuracy and prevent 

abusive comment. 
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A number of Members with Facebook accounts commented on its use and popularity, 

with County Councillor Tew indicating that he was prepared to train persons interested in 

acting as mediators as to what would be required. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that a working party comprising the Chairman, Councillors Mrs Cole, Ms Gifford, 

Mrs Tavener and Dr Withams and County Councillor Tew be established to 

investigate the feasibility of opening a Facebook account for the Parish Council.  

 

 

35/16 WOODHURST PARISH COUNCIL 

 

The Clerk reported upon the receipt of a request by Woodhurst Parish Council to hire the 

services of the Council’s Handymen to undertake work in the Parish on an infrequent 

basis.  The implications of the request were summarised in a report by the Clerk (copies 

of which had been circulated to all Members) and the Clerk confirmed that the 

Handymen had no objection to working at Woodhurst after they had completed their 

normal working day at Warboys, provided that this did not occur on a regular basis. 

 

Members were informed that a parish council was permitted to carry out work on behalf 

of other parish councils by the local government legislation and the Clerk pointed out 

that, against a background of cuts in services by the County and District Councils, parish 

councils were likely to be increasingly required to group together to fund services if they 

were to continue locally.   

  

Members also were reminded that a member of Woodhurst Parish Council maintained the 

Warboys Parish Council website and that closer liaison with neighbouring parishes might 

assist if the future of Warboys Library was the subject of a further review and in the 

introduction of the Timebanking scheme in Warboys.  It was therefore 

 

RESOLVED  
 

(a) that the request by Woodhurst Parish Council be approved and the services 

of the Handymen made available on an intermittent basis at a charge of 

£15 per hour; and  

 

 (b) that the situation be reviewed after twelve months’ operation. 

 

 

36/16 REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

 

The Clerk submitted a request from Cambridgeshire Lowland Search and Rescue for a 

grant towards the work of the organisation in assisting the emergency services in the 

search for vulnerable missing persons. 

 

As this was an organisation with which none of the Members present were familiar, the 

Clerk was requested to obtain further information about their activities and support for 

the emergency services, prior to consideration of their request for financial assistance at a 

future meeting. 
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37/16 CAR PARK AND ACTIVITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 

 

Further to Minute Nos. 06/16(e) and (f), a report was submitted by the Clerk on the 

accessibility of the car park at the rear of the Parish Centre and activities for young 

people (a copy of which had been circulated to all Members). 

 

With regard to the problems caused by young people congregating in the car park at the 

rear of the Parish Centre and adjoining tennis court, Members were reminded that the 

Police had suggested the installation of a gate and suitable signs on the access roadway to 

the car park which would enable them to escort young people away from the site if they 

received complaints that they were causing a nuisance.  Although this might help the 

situation, the Clerk also drew attention to the added work in opening and closing the gate, 

the fact that it would have to remain open when the Parish Centre was in use and that the 

car park was used frequently by people visiting the Playgroup.  As the situation in the car 

park had improved since April when this matter had last been discussed and the question 

of a gate would be superseded by the redevelopment of the site for a replacement Parish 

Centre, the Clerk suggested that no action be taken at the present time and the situation 

kept under review. 

 

Members also were informed that the Solicitors acting for the District Council had finally 

supplied the necessary documentation to enable the surrender of the lease of the car park 

to them to proceed. 

 

With regard to activities for young people, the Clerk reported that he had received 

confirmation that the outreach worker from the Cambridgeshire Police and Crime 

Commissioner’s Office who had attended the Council meeting in April no longer was 

employed by that organisation and District Councillor Bucknell reported that he had been 

informed personally by the Police and Crime Commissioner that the post would not be 

filled. 

 

The Chairman emphasised the need for assistance from suitably trained youth workers if 

the Parish Council was to embark on an investigation of further activities for young 

people and County Councillor Tew offered to supply contact details for Youth 

Engagement Officers who were employed by the County Council. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that no further action be taken with regard to the erection of a gate on the 

access road to the Parish Centre car park at the present time and the 

situation kept under review; and       

 

(b) that the Clerk be requested to ascertain the availability of youth workers 

from the County Council to assist in an investigation into alternative 

activities for young people in Warboys. 

 

 

38/16 CORRESPONDENCE 

    

The Clerk reported that the following items of correspondence had been received since 

the previous meeting and indicated that he would arrange for them to be circulated to 

Members for information:- 
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(a) The Clerk 

 

 May 2016 edition published by SLCC 

 

(b) Bulletin 

 

 May 2016 edition published by the War Memorials Trust. 

 

(c) Annual Public Health Report 

 

Report for 2015/16 issued by the Cambridgeshire Director of Public Health. 

 

(d) Cambridgeshire Voice 

 

Summer 2016 edition issued by Cambridgeshire & Peterborough CPRE. 

 

 

39/16 OPEN FORUM 

 

The Clerk reported that there were no matters raised at the Open Forum following the 

previous meeting of the Council.   

 

 

40/16 ACCOUNTS 

 

The Clerk drew attention to the notification of the pay award for local authority staff with 

effect from 1st April 2016 which amounted to 1%, with a further 1% increase with effect 

from 1st April 2017.   

 

The Clerk also drew attention to the financial benefit of a further 3 year agreement with 

Smith of Derby for the maintenance of the Jubilee Clock in comparison with an annual 

arrangement. 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Dr Withams and seconded by Councillor Mrs Harlock, 

it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 that the following accounts be approved:- 

                  £ 

 

M J Buddle  Salary – May 2016                    1,056.10           

   

W E Batterbee  Salary – May 2016     924.39 

                                               

  

R Edwards  Salary – May 2016     294.60 

  

R Reeves  Salary – May 2016     978.13 
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Post Office Ltd. Tax & NIC – May 2016             1,270.21         

             

E.ON   Electricity supply - Parish Centre      88.00 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

E.ON   Gas supply - Parish Centre         79.39 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

Mrs M P Bucknell Chairman’s allowance 2016/17     80.00 

 

Total Solutions IT  Broadband – July to September         64.76 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer anti-virus protection – July          6.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer backup online - July       36.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer support contract –  July         30.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

ESPO   Miscellaneous supplies    122.03 

 

Premier Gas Services Repair to water heater in Parish Centre bar area 186.11 

 

Warboys Community  Grant for Warboys Diary production   100.00 

Association 

 

Xerox(UK) Ltd. Photocopying charges       22.02 

 

Gala Lights Ltd. Christmas lighting             2,253.60 

 

D E Jones  PAT testing of electrical appliances     74.70 

 

Murco   Fuel (paid by direct debit)      33.10 

 

Smith of Derby Ltd. 3 years maintenance contract for Jubilee Clock 590.40 

 

R Reeves  Telephone charges reimbursement     38.97 

 

Dyers of Warboys Growmore        11.40 

 

St Ives Town Council Attendance of 2 Members on Planning training   20.00   

 

C J Ingle Ltd  Miscellaneous supplies      23.88 
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41/16 BUDGETARY CONTROL 

 

The Council received the budgetary control statement for May 2016, together with the list 

of Parish Centre bookings for that month, copies of which had been circulated to all 

Members.   

 

In submitting the report, the Clerk drew attention to the receipt during the past month of 

Community Infrastructure Payments amounting to £16,817.68 from three developments 

in the Parish which would be added to the earmarked reserves for the Parish Centre 

redevelopment. 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman.      
 

 

 


